
Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that 

adequate, dignified shelter and housing are a fundamental human right. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 A primary directory for built environment 

professionals wishing to engage in the disaster 

relief and development sector. 

 

Aim 
The intention of this document is to inform built environment professionals  

of opportunities in the international development and humanitarian sector.  

 

Background 
This document was initiated and developed by the RIBA Education 

Department as ñInformation Resource #11 HIPò (published May 2006). The 

document is managed by Article 25: the UK registered charity (number 

1112621). Article 25 work alongside aid organisations, NGOs, and 

communities around the world, designing, building and managing projects 

to provide better shelter wherever there is disaster, poverty, or need. 

 

Editor's Note 
Information is updated quarterly and while we strive to keep all sourced 

data accurate we are not responsible for the accuracy of third partiesô data 

which we reproduce. Both the RIBA and Article 25 accept no responsibility 

or liability for any information presented within the document. If errors are 

brought to our attention, we will of course address these as soon as 

possible. 
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1. Actors in the Humanitarian Shelter and  
Development Sector 

ORGANISATIONS, NGOs AND CHARITIES 

Whilst many other charities deal with shelter to varying degrees,  
this table focuses on those which specialise in ñhumanitarian and development architectureò 

NAME DETAILS LINK CONTACT 

Agency for 
Technical 

Cooperation and 
Development 

(ACTED) 

 
ACTED is a humanitarian organisation which intervenes 
in times of crises (emergency projects), either 
immediately after (rehabilitation projects), or in the short 
and long term (development projects) in the following 
situations: In emergency situations linked to human 
factors, in situations due to natural disasters, in situations 
of economic and social disasters. Its economic 
development programme focuses on rehabilitation of 
transport routes; rehabilitation of housing; SEM support; 
prevention of catastrophes. 
 

www.acted.org 

 
http://www.acted.org/contact/ 

 

Article 25  
 

 
Article 25 (Reg. Charity 1112621) is an operational UK 
registered charity that designs, builds, and manages 
projects to provide better shelter wherever there is 
disaster, poverty, or need. Article 25 provides built 
environment professional expertise for aid organisations, 
NGOs, and communities around the world. Article 25ôs 
mission is to bring experienced, field-appropriate 
professional skills and academically rigorous research 
findings to NGOs engaged in building work.  Article 
25 also collaborates with practitioners, universities and 
created the first ever industry recognised Continuous 
Professional Development (CPD) courses in humanitarian 
architecture and development. 
 

www.article-25.org 

info@article-25.org 
 

T: +44 (207) 375 0144 
 
 

Architects for Peace 

 
Architects For Peace is Australian founded voluntary 
humanitarian, not-for-profit professional organisation for 
architects, urban designers, engineers, planners, 
landscape architects and environmentalists. This 
international community organises events and seminars 
to promote urban development based on social justice, 
solidarity, respect and peace. Not currently field active. 
 

www.architectsforpeace.org afp@architectsforpeace.org 

Architects without 
Frontiers 

(AWF) 

 
AWF is a not-for-profit voluntary organisation based in 
Australia.  The focus of AWF is to assist in the rebuilding 
of cities and communities that have been devastated by 
war, social conflict and natural disasters, irrespective of 
race, religion, creed or political affiliation. They are field 
operational with projects in 10+ countries.  
 

www.architectswithoutfrontie
rs.com.au 

awf@architectswithoutfrontiers.com
.au 

Architecture & 
Development 

 
Architecture & Development is an NGO based in Paris. 
Their objective is to improve the quality of life for 
vulnerable groups and to build capacities of these 
communities to take part in the development process. 
A&D is field active and has been involved in development 
projects in Asia, Africa, South America and Europe. They 
also run events, training programmes and country 
exchanges. 
 

http://www.archidev.org/som
maire.php3?lang=en 

 
archidev@archidev.org 

 

http://www.acted.org/
http://www.acted.org/contact/
http://www.article-25.org/
mailto:info@article-25.org
http://www.architectsforpeace.org/
mailto:afp@architectsforpeace.org
http://www.architectswithoutfrontiers.com.au/
http://www.architectswithoutfrontiers.com.au/
mailto:awf@architectswithoutfrontiers.com.au
mailto:awf@architectswithoutfrontiers.com.au
http://www.archidev.org/sommaire.php3?lang=en
http://www.archidev.org/sommaire.php3?lang=en
mailto:archidev@archidev.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Architecture sans 
Frontieres UK 

(ASF-UK) 

 
ASF-UK (Charity number: 1123786) is a network of 
professional architects. They run annual two week 
education programmes intended to give participants an 
understanding of the current global development agenda. 
They are not field operational, but specialise in education 
and advocacy for development and humanitarian 
architecture. They also have run workshops. 
 

www.asf-uk.org 
 

mkinnear@asf-uk.org 
 

T: +44 7962 922 664 

 
Architecture for 
Humanity UK 

(AFH-UK) 
 

 
AFH-UK (Reg. Charity 1115668). Provides pro-bono 
design services to charitable projects in the UK. It also is 
active in education, conducting lectures, exhibitions and 
competitions for the sector. They work alongside partner 
organisations overseas and in the field. 
 

www.afhuk.org 

 
 

 
sarah.e@afhuk.org 

 
 
 

Architecture sans  
Frontiers 

International 
(ASF) 

 
ASF International network is an informal, independent 
network of the ASF who have signed a common charter 
and pledge to work together on their common goals for 
development. 
 

http://asf.international.free.fr jaime@cantab.net 

Architecture for 
Humanity US 

(AFH) 

 
AFH were set up in 1999 and provide design services 
and funding as well as running competitions, workshops 
and educational forums. Involved with projects on the 
Gulf Coast, Northern Sumatra and Tanzania. 
 

www.architectureforhumanity
.org 

 
Cameron@architectureforhumanity

.org 
 

T: +1 (415) 332 6273 

Builders without 
Borders 

 
Builders Without Borders, an American based non-
profit organization is an international network of 
ecological builders who advocate the use of straw, earth 
and other local, affordable materials in construction. They 
aim to solve the problem of homelessness by training 
individuals and communities to house themselves. 
 

www.builderswithoutborders.
org 

mail@builderswithoutborders.org 
 

Build It International 

 
Build It International (Reg, Charity 1115989) is a UK 
based charity working in Africa to create job opportunities 
through building essential homes and community 
facilities such as classrooms and clinics. 
 

www.builditinternational.org info@builditinternational.org 

CARE International 

 
CARE International (Reg. Charity 292506). Their work 
focuses not only on the symptoms but on tackling the 
causes of urban poverty. They work with local authorities, 
civil society organisations, and companies to make sure 
poor people in cities get clean water, sanitation, 
healthcare, rubbish collection and other services. 
 

www.careinternational.org.uk 
 

http://www.careinternational.org.uk/
contact 

 
T: +44 (0)207 934 9334 

The Cities 
Programmes 

 
The Cities Programme is based at LSE and is an 
international centre dedicated to the understanding of 
contemporary urban society. Its central objective is to 
relate physical structure to the social structure of cities. 
The programme offers degree courses at the MSc and 
PhD level. It hosts public events with design 
professionals, academics, city leaders and policy 
makers. 
 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/collectio
ns/cities/ 

 

 cities@lse.ac.uk 
 

T: +44 (020) 7955 6828 
 
 

Emergency 
Architects 

(Architects de 
lõurgence) 

Emergency Architects (Architects de lõurgence) are a 
field operational French charity formed in 2001. They use 
architects and engineers available to work for a year or 
more on projects. Previous projects have taken place in 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 

www.archi-urgent.com 

 
info@archi-urgent.com 

 
T: +33 (68) 707 8775                         
T: +33 (68) 083 2976 

 

 

http://www.asf-uk.org/
mailto:mkinnear@asf-uk.org
http://www.afhuk.org/
mailto:sarah.e@afhuk.org
http://asf.international.free.fr/
mailto:jaime@cantab.net
http://www.architectureforhumanity.org/
http://www.architectureforhumanity.org/
mailto:Cameron@architectureforhumanity.org
mailto:Cameron@architectureforhumanity.org
http://www.builderswithoutborders.org/
http://www.builderswithoutborders.org/
mailto:mail@builderswithoutborders.org
http://www.builditinternational.org/
mailto:info@builditinternational.org
http://www.careinternational.org.uk/
http://www.careinternational.org.uk/contact
http://www.careinternational.org.uk/contact
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/cities/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/cities/
mailto:cities@lse.ac.uk
http://www.archi-urgent.com/
mailto:info@archi-urgent.com


 

 

 

Engineers Against 
Poverty 
(EAP) 

 
EAP (Reg. Charity 1071974) is a specialist international 
development NGO working in the field of engineering and 
international development. They work in partnership with 
industry, government and civil society to fight poverty and 
promote sustainable development. They are field 
operational and also involved in education and training. 
 

www.engineersagainstpverty
.org 

 

www.engineersagainstpverty.org/c
ontacts.cfm 

 
 

Engineers without 
Borders 
(EWB) 

 

 
EWB (Reg. Charity 4856607) is a student-led charity that 
focuses on removing barriers to development using 
engineering. Their programmes provide placements, 
bursaries, education and training opportunities for young 
engineers in the UK to participate in development.  

www.ewb-uk.org 

 
 

http://www.ewb-uk.org/contact_us 
 

T: +44 (0)1223 305 888 
 

Habitat for Humanity  
(HFHI) 

  
HFHI is an international, ecumenical Christian, non-
governmental, non-profit organization devoted to building 
"simple, decent, and affordable" housing. Homes are 
built using volunteer labour and are sold at no profit, with 
no interest charged on the mortgage.  
 

http://www.habitat.org 
 

eca@habitat.org 
 

T: +421 2 336 690 00 
 

Max Lock Centre 
 

 
Max Lock Centre is a research and consultancy group 
based in the School of the Built Environment at the 
University of Westminster. The centre has a history of 
involvement in grassroots development and the team 
includes Tony Lloyd-Jones, author of Mind the Gap. (See 
óPublicationsô section of this document.) 
 

www.wmin.ac.uk/builtenv/ma
xlock/default.htm 

maxlockc@wmin.ac.uk 
 

T: +44 (207) 911 5000 
 

National Information 
Centre of 

Earthquake 
Engineering 

 (NICEE) 

 
NICEE at the Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (IIT 
Kanpur) is intended to collect and maintain information 
resources/publication on earthquake engineering and 
make these availabe to interested users, as well as to 
undertake other outreach activities with a view to mitigate 
earthquake disaster. 
 

http://www.nicee.org/home.p
hp 
 

nicee@iitk.ac.in 

 

Practical Action 

 
Practical Action (Reg. Charity 247257) work with 
disadvantaged communities to develop technologies in 
shelter and disaster mitigation. Chapters in 8 countries 
promote grassroots community based development. 
 

www.practicalaction.org 
 

 
practicalaction@practicalaction.org.

uk 
 

T: +44 (1926) 634 400 
 

RESET 

 
RESET is an initiative developing training resources in 
renewable energy technologies and environmentally 
responsive building designs for disaster-affected 
communities around the world. 
 

www.reset-development.org 

 
 

http://reset-
development.org/modules/contact_

plus/ 
 

Royal Institute of 
Chartered 
Surveyors 

RICS 

 
RICS (Reg. Charity 1085587) convened the Presidentôs 
Commission for disaster relief and are conducting 
research in various elements of sustainable 
development. The president commission in turn have 
sought to set up an NGO for disaster relief which they 
call ñBuild Actionò. 
 

www.rics.org/Practiceareas/
Builtenvironment/Sustainabl

econstruction/ 

contactrics@rics.org 
 

 +44 (870) 333 1600 
 
 

Shelter Centre 

 
Shelter Centre is a charity based in Cambridge and 
Geneva providing expertise and encouraging 
collaboration in humanitarian settlement and 
reconstruction response. They are not field active, but 
provide funding and training. See Events section for 
Shelter Meetings. 

www.sheltercentre.org 

 
info@sheltercentre.org 

 
  +44 (1223) 331 716 

 

 

http://www.engineersagainstpverty.org/
http://www.engineersagainstpverty.org/
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http://www.practicalaction.org/
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http://reset-development.org/modules/contact_plus/
http://reset-development.org/modules/contact_plus/
http://www.rics.org/Practiceareas/Builtenvironment/Sustainableconstruction/
http://www.rics.org/Practiceareas/Builtenvironment/Sustainableconstruction/
http://www.rics.org/Practiceareas/Builtenvironment/Sustainableconstruction/
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http://www.sheltercentre.org/
mailto:info@sheltercentre.org


 

 

 

 

    

 

Shelter Associates 

 
Shelter Associates is a NGO working in India who work 
with the urban poor, to facilitate, and provide technical 
support to community-managed housing (slum 
rehabilitation) and infrastructure projects.  
 

www.shelter-associates.org 
 

 
shelter-ip1@vsnl.net  

 info@shelter-associates.org   
 

T: +91 (0)20-2444 0363, 
 

Voluntary Design 
and Build 
(vD&B) 

 

 
vD&B (Reg. Charity SC037028) produces architecture for 
disadvantaged communities, NGOôs and other grass-roots 
charitable organisations.  
 

www.voluntarydesignbuild.or
g.uk 

 
VoluntaryDesignBuild@googlem

ail.com 
 

 

 

UMBRELLA ORGANISATIONS  

Whilst many other charities deal with shelter to varying degrees,  
this table focuses on those which specialise in ñhumanitarian and development architectureò 

NAME DETAILS LINK CONTACT 

Bond 

 
Bond is the UK membership body for NGOs working in 
international development. Established in 1993, Bond 
now has over 350 member organisations, from large 
organisations with a world-wide presence to smaller, 
more specialist organisations working in specific regions 
or with specific groups of people. 
 

http://www.bond.org.uk/ 
 

http://www.bond.org.uk/contact-
us.php 

 

Emergency 
Capacity Building 

Project 
(ECB) 

 
The ECB is a collaborative effort of seven humanitarian 
agencies that are jointly tackling common problems in 
emergency response and preparedness. 
 
 

www.ecbproject.org info@ecbproject.org 

  
Habitat International 

Coalition 
(HIC) 

 

 
The HIC is an independent, international, non-profit 
alliance of some 400 organizations and individuals 
working in the area of human settlements across the 
world. Not field active as an organisation but active in 
networks, research, publishing and monitoring housing 
rights. 
 

http://www.hic-net.org/ 
 

contact@hic-net.org 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL BODIES 

Listed here are larger international groups, Government departments and UN departments related to the sector 

NAME DETAILS LINK CONTACT 

Agency for 
Technical 

Cooperation and 
Development 

(ACTED) 

 
ACTED is a humanitarian organisation which intervenes 
in times of crises (emergency projects), either 
immediately after (rehabilitation projects), or in the short 
and long term (development projects) in the following 
situations: - in emergency situations linked to human 
factors, - in situations due to natural disasters, - in 
situations of economic and social disasters. Its economic 
development programme focuses on rehabilitation of 
transport routes; rehabilitation of housing; SEM support; 
prevention of catastrophes. 
 

www.acted.org 

 
http://www.acted.org/contact/ 

 

 

http://www.shelter-associates.org/
mailto:shelter-ip1@vsnl.net
mailto:info@shelter-associates.org
http://www.voluntarydesignbuild.org.uk/
http://www.voluntarydesignbuild.org.uk/
mailto:VoluntaryDesignBuild@googlemail.com
mailto:VoluntaryDesignBuild@googlemail.com
http://www.bond.org.uk/
http://www.bond.org.uk/contact-us.php
http://www.bond.org.uk/contact-us.php
http://www.ecbproject.org/
mailto:greg.brady@ecbproject.org
http://www.hic-net.org/
mailto:contact@hic-net.org
http://www.acted.org/
http://www.acted.org/contact/


 

 

 

CADRI  
(DMTP) 

 
CADRI, Formally known as the United Nations Disaster 
Management Training Programme, runs a rigorous 
programme of collective knowledge sharing. 
 

www.unisdr.org/cadri 

 
burkej@un.org 

 
T: +41 (22) 917-8918 

 
Department for 
International 
Development 

(DFID) 
 

 
DFID is the department of the UK government 
responsible for managing international aid and funding. 
 

www.dfid.gov.uk 
enquiry@dfid.gov.uk 

 
T: +44 (845) 300 4100 

ECHO  

 
Humanitarian Aid Office of the EU are pressuring the 
EU to advocate full respect for international humanitarian 
law and improve its response to humanitarian crisis. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo 
echo-info@ec.europa 

 
T:  +32 (2) 295 44 00 

International Crisis 
Group  
(ICG)  

 
The ICG is an independent, NGO, with 130 staff 
members on five continents, working to resolve deadly 
conflict and strengthening the capacity of the 
international community. 
 

www.crisisgroup.org 

London Office: 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/in

dex.cfm?l=1&id=1127 
 

T: +44 (207) 831 1436 

International 
Committee of the 

Red Cross  
(ICRC) 

 
Formed in 1863, based on the proposals for 
humanitarian action put forward by Henry Dunant in ñA 
Memory of Solferino.ò The ICRC, Red Crescent and Red 
Crescent is an international organisation whose mandate 
is to protect the lives and dignity of victims of war. It is 
inextricably linked with the Geneva Conventions. 
 

www.icrc.org 
www.redcross.int 

 

ICRC headquarters in Geneva 
 

T: +41 (22) 734 60 01 

The International 
Federation of the 

Red Cross 
(IFRC) 

 
IFRC comprises 185 member Red Cross and Red 
Crescent societies, a Secretariat in Geneva and over 60 
delegations supporting activities around the world. The 
IFRC heads the cluster for Natural disasters. Graham 
Saunders is the head of Shelter, in Geneva for IFRC. 
 

www.ifrc.org 
 

Geneva 
http://www.ifrc.org/contact/index.as

p?navid=14 
 

T: +41 22 730 42 22 

IRIN 

 
IRIN's principal role is to provide news and analysis 
about sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and parts of 
Asia for the humanitarian community. IRIN strives to 
ensure that affected communities can also access 
reliable information, so they can take informed decisions 
about their future. 
 

www.irinnews.org 
 
http://www.irinnews.org/websitefee

dback.aspx 

International 
Organisation for 

Migration 

(IOM) 

 
IOM was established in 1951 and is based in Geneva. It 
provides assistance to migrants, refugees and internally 
displaced people. The IOM promote international 
migration law and protect of migrants' rights. 
 

www.iom.int/jahia/jsp/index.j
sp 

hq@iom.int  
 

T: +41 (22) 717 91 11                 
 

 
The Organisation for 
the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) 
 

OCHA, humanitarian response, policy development and 
humanitarian advocacy. 

http://ochaonline.un.org/ 
 

ochagva@un.org 
 

ODI 

 
ODI is Britain's leading independent think tank on 
international development and humanitarian issues. 
ODIôs mission is to inspire and inform policy and practice 
which lead to the reduction of poverty, the alleviation of 
suffering and the achievement of sustainable livelihoods 
in developing countries. 

 

http://www.odi.org.uk/about/
default.asp 

 

odi@odi.org.uk 
 

T:+44 (0)20 7922 0300 

 

http://www.unisdr.org/cadri
mailto:burkej@un.org
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiry@dfid.gov.uk
http://europa.eu.int/comm/echo/en/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/echo
mailto:echo-info@ec.europa
http://www.intl-crisis-group.org/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?l=1&id=1127
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?l=1&id=1127
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.redcross.int/
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.ifrc.org/contact/index.asp?navid=14
http://www.ifrc.org/contact/index.asp?navid=14
http://www.irinnews.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/websitefeedback.aspx
http://www.irinnews.org/websitefeedback.aspx
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/jahia/jsp/index.jsp
http://www.iom.int/jahia/jsp/index.jsp
mailto:hq@iom.int
http://ochaonline.un.org/
http://ochaonline.un.org/
mailto:ochagva@un.org
http://www.odi.org.uk/about/default.asp
http://www.odi.org.uk/about/default.asp
mailto:odi@odi.org.uk


 

 

 

Sphere 
Project 

 
Sphere published the Humanitarian Charter and 
minimum standards and promotes a process of 
collaboration and commitment to quality and 
accountability. The first sphere handbook was written in 
2004 by members of NGOs. Fourteen NGOs sit on the 
sphere board and oversee projects and FOUR staff 
manage Sphere from Geneva. 
 

www.sphereproject.org 
info@sphereproject.org 

  
T: +41 (22) 730 45 23                      

Sustainable 
Development 
Commission 

Sustainable Development Commission is the 
Government's independent advisory body on sustainable 
development. 

http://www.sd-
commission.org.uk/ 

 

 
enquiries@sd-

commission.gsi.gov.uk 

 

UN HABITAT 

 
UN HABITAT promotes socially and environmentally 
sustainable towns and cities to provide adequate shelter 
for all. They are based in Nairobi, but have offices across 
the world. 
 

www.unhabitat.org 
infohabitat@unhabitat.org 

 
T: (254-20) 762 1234 

United Nations High 
Commission for 

Refugees  
(UNHCR) 

 
UNHCR was established in 1950 by the United Nations 
General Assembly. The agency is mandated to lead and 
co-ordinate international action to protect refugees and 
resolve refugee problems worldwide. They work with the 
IFRC managing the humanitarian disaster clusters.  
 

www.unhcr.org 

Geneva Headquarters 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/contact?hq=y 

 
T: + 41 (22) 739 81 11 

 
Bamboo Workshop, Goa 

http://www.sphereproject.org/
mailto:info@sphereproject.org
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@sd-commission.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@sd-commission.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.unhabitat.org/
mailto:infohabitat@unhabitat.org
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/contact?hq=y
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/contact?hq=y









